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From Mark 7:24-37  

Title: The Grace-filled Presence of Jesus; No Longer a Secret 

 

Focus of Message from this Section  

As we continue to follow the good news about Jesus, we saw in this section that his 

presence and power extends to the Gentiles that the Jews saw as outside God’s presence 

and power, his grace and goodness; in fact, the Jews saw such Gentiles as “dogs”.  While 

Jesus went to these Gentile regions to get away from the Jewish crowds that wanted to 

crown him king, from Herod who had his own selfish interests in mind, and those Jewish 

leaders who were looking for a way to kill him, it is clear that Jesus also had other 

purposes for going. 

 

The reality that the gospel is for both Jew AND Gentile is a thought developed in the 

epistles; nonetheless, the thought in this passage is the same.  Jesus has brought salvation 

to BOTH Jew and Gentile, including to us.  The point of this section, however, is more 

personal; Jesus brings his salvation to the Gentiles WITH THE SAME grace-filled 

presence he does to those already included in the family of God.   This is truly good news!! 

 

Key Items from the Message 

 At the beginning of the ministry of Jesus, recorded in the Gospel of Mark, John Mark 

 says, “Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.  The time has come, 

 he said.  The kingdom of God has come near.  Repent and believe the good news” (Mark 

 1:14-15).  In this passage, we see what happens when Jesus “comes near” with this grace-

 filled presence to specific Gentiles in need.   

 

 As we did so we saw that his grace-filled presence 

1. Enables us to hear his voice (7:24-25a) 

2. He stirs us to come to him and ask (7:25b – 26) 

3. He challenges us to be cheeky (or “He expands our expressed faith”) (7:27-29) 

4. He demonstrates his grace (7:29 - 30) 

5. He motivates us to bring others to him (7:31-32) 

6. He touches our lives differently and personally (7:33-35) 

7. He leads us to speak of him with amazement (7:36) 

 Note:  I forgot to share this 7
th

 point 
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For Further Reflection 

 

1. As you reflect on some of the ways we discovered the grace-filled presence of Jesus in 

this section of Scripture, what are aspects that resonate most closely with your life at this 

time?  Why is this so? 

 

2. Notice the distance Jesus traveled in this section.  We see that they leave Capernaum, on 

the northeast shore of the Sea of Galilee, walk 30 miles/45 kilometres to the region of 

Tyre, then go 25 miles/40 kilometres north to Sidon, then take a loop southeast to Sea of 

Galilee and back to the region of the Decapolis to the southeast of the Sea of Galilee 

where he had sent out a legion of demons.  We know from Mark 9:30 that Jesus wants 

time to teach his disciples.  What comments, thoughts and questions do you have from 

what Jesus is doing in light of what happens in this section and in light of the fact that 

Jesus “entered a house and did not want anyone to know it.” 

 

3. Try to enter into the life of this Greek woman.  Consider her Canaanite background, how 

she may have heard about Jesus (see Mark 3:7-12), the need of her little daughter, the 

way she approached Jesus, what she says to Jesus.  Compare this with this episode 

recorded in Matthew 15:21-28.  Try to write a first person response as you consider her 

story. 

 

4. Consider the woman’s response to Jesus saying, “Lord, even the dogs under the table eat 

the children’s crumbs;” how does this response demonstrate her understanding of God’s 

grace.   

 

5. Imagine that you are in the crowd when Jesus heals the man who is deaf and can “barely 

speak.  The passage says, “The people were overwhelmed with amazement.”  What are 

some of the reasons why this is so? 

 

6. What other good news about Jesus have you come to see from this section?  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        * Prepared by Tim Berends 

 


