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Anticipated Present Realities of Jesus 

November 18 – December 30 2012, Week Four of Seven  

"Jesus, God's Chosen Servant Who Brings  

Justice, Peace, Mending and Hope to the Nations" 

Isaiah 42:1-9 (42:1-4), Dec 9 2012 

 

Focus for Week Four 

 

In Isaiah 42:1-9, Isaiah anticipates present realities that Jesus is God’s chosen servant.  As 

we pay attention to the first part of this prophecy in Isaiah 42:1-4 by considering its 

immediate context and fulfillment quoted in  Matthew 12:18-21, we see that Jesus, God’s 

chosen servant, is worthy of a person and nation’s hopes for justice, peace and mending. 

 

Summary of “Time of Reflection” and Message 

 

1. Time of Reflection:  

 Servant Songs in Isaiah 

1. One of the anticipated realities of Jesus is that he came to earth as a servant 

(see John 13:1 – 17; Philippians 2:5-11). 

2. In Isaiah, there are four or five servant songs in which the “servant 

anticipated” is the promised Messiah, Jesus (i.e. 42:1-9, 49:1-13, 50:4-11, 

52:13-53:12, and Isaiah 61:1-7).  Each of these servant songs offers a 

“powerful picture of one who comes to serve and to save.”   

 Today and over next weeks, we consider three of these servant songs. (Dec 9 – 

42:1-9; Dec 23 – 52:13-53:12; Dec 30 – Isaiah 61:1-7) 

 

2. Summary of Message 

 

 Introduction: 

1. Key concern of Isaiah:  Why do my people turn to gods and idols that cannot 

help? Why wouldn’t they turn to me?  (see Isaiah 40:41) 

2. Historical Comments 

a. The “Servant Song” of Isaiah 42:1-9 comes after a section in Isaiah 41, 

which anticipates how Cyrus the Great, King of Persia, will send people, 

taken into captivity because of their sin, back to their homes. 

b. Isaiah began his ministry around 740BC; Isaiah 41 speaks of events that 

happened 200 years later (559 – 530BC) as well as events pointing to 

Christ’s second coming.  This is amazingly detailed prophecy. 

 

 Who is this Servant, Jesus? 

1. He is “my servant,” the IDEAL Israel 

a. Isaiah at times calls Israel, “God’s servant” (see Isaiah 41:8-10a). 

b. In Isaiah 49:3, Jesus is called the “perfect Israel;”  he perfectly incarnates 

all that God wanted to reveal about himself through his people to the 

nations. 

2. He is God’s “chosen one” in whom God delights 

a. God has chosen him to be his “confidential representative.” 

b. God delights in him (see Luke 3:22; Luke 9:35). 
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3. He is the one on whom God’s Spirit is “put on him” 

a. See Isaiah 11:1-2 

b. The Holy Spirit was with Jesus from eternity, conceived Jesus in the 

womb of a woman, empowered Jesus for ministry, and raised Jesus from 

the dead; Jesus promised and sent the Holy Spirit to empower those who 

belong to Jesus. 

c. By looking at these ways that the Holy Spirit empowered Jesus, we can 

understand better how he empowers those who belong to him 

 

 How does Jesus serve? 

1. He establishes justice (i.e. righteousness - Isaiah 40:1b, 3; see Isaiah 9:7). 

2. He IS our peace; he doesn’t bring peace through public shouting or winning 

the argument (see Isaiah 42:2; compare with Proverbs 8:1-4).  As our Prince 

of Peace (Isaiah 9:6), Jesus has authority to make peace.  

3. He mends broken lives (see Isaiah 42:3).  He doesn’t break those bruised and 

afflicted (see Psalm 72:2, 4); he doesn’t snuff out a wick smouldering (see 

41:11-14, 17, 18-20).   

4. He is faithful not to falter ((Isaiah 42:4; see also Isaiah 40:28-31). 

5. He is the hope to the nations (Isaiah 42:4; see 2:2-5; note Matthew 12:21 – 

“In his name the nations (i.e. the islands) will put their hope”)). 

 

 In light of who Jesus as God’s chosen servant is now and how he serves, why 

would we not call on him? 
 

For Further Study 

 

1. Word Study of Light:  Isaiah anticipates the present reality of Jesus with the language of 

light.  Follow how Isaiah anticipates that Jesus is the “light dawning in darkness” (see 

Isaiah 9:1-2; quoted in Matthew 4:15-16).  Jesus is a light that increases in influence (e.g. 

see Isaiah 42:6 and Isaiah 60:1-3; 60:19). 

 

2. Context:  Read Isaiah 40-41 in order to understand more fully the concerns of Isaiah 

when he anticipates Jesus as God’s chosen servant.  Especially note what Isaiah says 

about the gods and idols the people were seeking that cannot help them. 

 

3. Review and Reflection:  Read Isaiah 42:1-9 and the message notes and try to describe 

what the justice Jesus is establishing will look like in the new heavens and new earth (e.g. 

Ten Commandments will be completely obeyed).  How might this shape your 

understanding of how Jesus works in the world today? 

 

4. Compare and Contrast:  Read Matthew 12:9-21 where Isaiah 42:1-4 is quoted and 

identify new insights gained about this prophesy fulfillment through the words used and 

context described by Matthew. 

 

5. Application:  What anticipated realities of Jesus prophesied about Jesus in Isaiah 42:1-4 

are real to you now in your life?  What realities do you long to experience more fully? 

 

        * Prepared by Tim Berends 
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*********************************** 

 

Key Scriptures for Week Four 

 

 

Isaiah 42:1-9 (42:1-4) (NIV 2011) 

 

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

my chosen one in whom I delight; 

I will put my Spirit on him, 

and he will bring justice to the nations. 
2 

He will not shout or cry out, 

or raise his voice in the streets. 
3 

A bruised reed he will not break, 

and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 

In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 
4 

he will not falter or be discouraged 

till he establishes justice on earth. 

In his teaching the islands will put their hope.” 

 
5 

This is what God the LORD says— 

the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, 

who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it, 

who gives breath to its people, 

and life to those who walk on it: 

 
6 

“I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; 

I will take hold of your hand. 

I will keep you and will make you 

to be a covenant for the people 

and a light for the Gentiles, 
7 

to open eyes that are blind, 

to free captives from prison 

and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. 
8 

“I am the LORD; that is my name! 

I will not yield my glory to another 

or my praise to idols. 
9 

See, the former things have taken place, 

and new things I declare; 

before they spring into being 

I announce them to you.” 

 

Matthew 12:9- 21 (NIV 2011) 

 
9 

Going on from that place, he went into their synagogue, 
10 

and a man with a shriveled hand was 

there. Looking for a reason to bring charges against Jesus, they asked him, “Is it lawful to heal 

on the Sabbath? 
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11 

He said to them, “If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will you not 

take hold of it and lift it out? 
12 

How much more valuable is a person than a sheep! Therefore it is 

lawful to do good on the Sabbath. 

 
13 

Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” So he stretched it out and it was completely 

restored, just as sound as the other. 
14 

But the Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill 

Jesus. 

 
15 

Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that place. A large crowd followed him, and he healed all 

who were ill. 
16 

He warned them not to tell others about him. 
17 

This was to fulfill what was 

spoken through the prophet Isaiah: 

 
18 

“Here is my servant whom I have chosen, 

the one I love, in whom I delight; 

I will put my Spirit on him, 

and he will proclaim justice to the nations. 
19 

He will not quarrel or cry out; 

no one will hear his voice in the streets. 
20 

A bruised reed he will not break, 

and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, 

till he has brought justice through to victory. 
21 

In his name the nations will put their hope.” 

       
 


