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Anticipated Present Realities of Jesus

November 18 – December 30 2012, Week Six of Seven 

“The Suffering Servant Gives His Life for Our Sins”

Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12, Dec 23 2012

Focus for Week Six
This week we celebrate the reality of God coming close to us by becoming one of us.  Why did He come?  Jesus Himself said, “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:10).  Isaiah has told us about the need for an exchange; a ransom to be given.  Our sins brought us death.  Jesus came into the world in order to give His life in exchange for ours.  Isaiah 53 describes the moment in history when that exchange took place.  “By His wounds we are healed; the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (v 5, 6).  What is the result of this sacrifice?  “After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied” (v 11a).  Jesus not only endured the darkness of suffering and death, He broke through the darkness by His resurrection to bring us the true light of life!  This is cause for celebration!

Summary of “Time of Reflection” and Message

1. Time of Reflection:  
· The passage we look at today is traditionally an Easter passage.  Why are we here today?  We have been living and breathing the prophet Isaiah over that past 6 weeks as we have been preparing for Christmas.  Isaiah is the prophet who loudly proclaims the coming of the Messiah hundreds of years before it actually occurred.  

If we ask the question, ‘why did Jesus come into the world?’ – this passage gives us the best possible answer – He came to be our Saviour, our Substitute!  He came to take our sins upon Himself and give us new life!  This is indeed cause for celebration.

Two weeks ago we were introduced to the idea that there are 4 or 5 Servant Songs in Isaiah.  Our passage today is the 4th of these songs which together introduce us to the idea that this promised Messiah that Isaiah speaks about will come from glory but He will come humbly and gently and, in this song in particular, we learn that he will come and willingly suffer and give up His life so that we can receive life.

Our celebration of His coming will have a thoughtful tone this morning.  We realize through the words of the prophet Isaiah that the life we receive from Jesus came at great cost.  We will carefully consider the cost of our new life and then we will celebrate the victory that Jesus won as the passage ends with the reality the Jesus did indeed accomplish what He came to do!  We can have new life this morning, exactly because of what Jesus did in suffering in our place!  Let us give Him glory.
2. Summary of Message
·  We have the immense privilege to look at this text in its original context and fulfillment but ALSO to look back at it through the lens of the New Testament.  When we do that we see how the story of this song comes to life in the Person of Jesus and also how it ultimately intersects with our story!
· Noting the structure of the passage will help us get to its core message.  It may be summarized in the following ‘chiastic’ structure:
A The Servant will succeed (52: 13)

B The world is surprised (52: 14- 15) 

C How could we have known? (53: 1- 2)

Keystone He died for us! (53: 3- 6)

C´ The facts are clear. (53: 7- 9)

B´ It’s God’s strategy all along. (53: 10- 11)

A´ The Servant does succeed! (53: 12)

· Section A (52:13) opens with a statement of optimism anticipating successful completion of the work: “My servant will be highly exalted”
· Section B (52:14-15) reminds us that the world was appalled at what happens to this servant as he is brutally mistreated.  The phrase ‘so he will sprinkle many nations’ is probably better understood as ‘so he will startle many nations’ following the same idea of ‘appall’ above.  Kings will see it, but will not even be able to comment – it is so surprising.  

· Section C (53:1-2) asks the question, ‘how could we have known’?  He came in such a vulnerable form (like a root out of dry ground; or as we are reminded at this time of year - even as a baby born in a feeding trough).  How could we have known this One to be the Savior of the world?!  He was also very ordinary – he didn’t stand out in the crowd.  
· The keystone of the passage is the language that tells that actually He did come to be our Substitute, to take our place of judgment.  It was HIS punishment that brought us peace (shalom); it was HIS wounds that cause our healing!  We were like sheep going astray but God laid on HIM the iniquity of all of us!
· Section C’ (53:7-9) resolves the question of section C above by pointing out that the facts of history are clear and unmistakeable.  “He was oppressed and afflicted…” etc.  He really did do it!

· Section B’ (10-11) responds to B above by stating that it was God’s plan all along to accomplish salvation in this way.  As hard as the saying is, it is true that it was ‘God’s will to cause Him to suffer’.  

· Finally Section A’ (53:12) clearly states that the mission was accomplished and the Servant wins the approval of a Victor in battle.  He does complete the work He came to do and now offers life to us as a free gift!
For Further Study

1. New Testament quotes of this text.  This is one of the most quoted Old Testament passages.  Take time to look up where it is quoted and pay attention to the significance of this song in the minds of the New Testament writers.  What songs can you also think of that have been inspired by this song?
2. Context:  Read all 4 of the servant songs together (42:1-9; 49:1-6; 50:4-9; 52:13-53:12).  How does this song fit with the others?  What do they say to us all together?
3. Personal Reflection:  Take time to meditate on the words of this song.  Let the words sink deep into your soul.  In what ways are you drawn to respond to Him as you spend time focusing your thoughts on this song?  








* Prepared by Phil Horton
***********************************

Key Scriptures for Week Six
Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 (NIV 2011)
Isaiah 52
13 See, my servant will act wisely;
he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted.
14 Just as there were many who were appalled at him—
his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being
and his form marred beyond human likeness—
15 so he will sprinkle many nations,
and kings will shut their mouths because of him.
For what they were not told, they will see,
and what they have not heard, they will understand.
Isaiah 53
Who has believed our message
and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot,
and like a root out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
3 He was despised and rejected by mankind,
a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.
Like one from whom people hide their faces
he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.
4 Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering,
yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted.
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way;
and the Lord has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
7 He was oppressed and afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away.
Yet who of his generation protested?
For he was cut off from the land of the living;
for the transgression of my people he was punished.
9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked,
and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence,
nor was any deceit in his mouth.
10 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer,
and though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.
11 After he has suffered,
he will see the light of life and be satisfied;
by his knowledge  my righteous servant will justify many,
and he will bear their iniquities.
12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,
and he will divide the spoils with the strong,
because he poured out his life unto death,
and was numbered with the transgressors.
For he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.
