
Discipleship Training:  

      from John to Irenaeus;  

      from Peter to John Mark
1
 

 

 

1. Jesus called John to follow him and live with him. 

 

“Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and his brother John.  

They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets.  Jesus called them, and 

immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him” (Matthew 4:21-22). 

 

2. John matured in faith and practice, by virtue of having been with Jesus, and having His Spirit living 

in him. 

 

“When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary 

men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). 

 

3. John, according to the Church “Fathers”, was the mentor of Polycarp. 

 

“And then Polycarp, besides being instructed by the Apostles and acquainted with many who had 

seen the Lord, was also appointed by the Apostles for Asia as bishop of the church in Smyrna” 

(Irenaeus, Against Heretics, III.4). 

 

4. Polycarp made a great impression on Irenaeus by his life and martyrdom. 

 

“Even I saw him (Polycarp) in my early manhood:  for his was a long life, and he was a great age 

when he suffered a martyrdom full of glory and honour and departed this life having taught always 

the doctrine he had learned from the Apostles, which the church has handed down, which is the 

only true doctrine” (Irenaeus, Against Heretics, III.4).  

 

5. Irenaeus became Bishop of Lyons, in what is now France; his doctrine reflects the teaching of the 

Gospel of John. 

 

“In opposition to the Gnostic notion of emanation, Irenaeus affirms the eternal co-existence of the 

Logos with the Father, thus developing the teaching of the prologue of the Fourth Gospel” 

(Bettenson, The Early Christian Fathers, 18). 

 

6. Irenaeus is one of our earliest sources attributing the Gospel of Mark to John Mark (see Acts 

12:25). 

 

“Peter and Paul went westward and preached and founded the church in Rome.  After their 

departure Mark, the disciple and interpreter of Peter, himself also handed down to us in writing 

what had been preached by Peter” (Irenaeus, Against Heretics, III. i). 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Updated from what Norm DeNooyer first gave to Tim Berends in 1976 when he began to mentor Tim over a five year 

period.  At this time, Tim was eighteen years old; Norm was in his mid-forties.  Thanks be to God for mentors in one’s 

life!!! 



7. Jesus called Peter to follow him and be with him. 

 

“As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his 

brother Andrew.  They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fisherman.  ‘Come, follow 

me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send you out to fish for people.’  At once they left their nets and 

followed him” (Matthew 4:18-20). 

 

8. Peter matured in faith and practice, by virtue of having been with Jesus, and having His Spirit 

living in him. 

 

“When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary 

men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13).  

 

9. Peter was the mentor of John Mark. 

 

“She who is Babylon (i.e. Rome), chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does 

my son Mark” (I Peter 5:13). 

 

10. Paul and Barnabas also trained Mark. 

 

“The two of them (i.e. Paul and Barnabas), sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to 

Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus.  When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word 

of God in the Jewish synagogues.  John (i.e. John Mark) was with them as their helper” (Acts 13: 4-

5).  

  

11. Mark was a great disappointment to his trainers. 

 

“From Paphos, Paul and his companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John left them to 

return to Jerusalem” (Acts 13:13). 

 

“Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, but Paul did not think it wise to take 

him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work.  

They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company” (Acts 15:37-39). 

 

12. Mark was given a second chance. 

 

“Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus. . .” (Acts 15:39). 

 

“Only Luke is with me.  Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my 

ministry” (II Timothy 4:11). 

 

13. This disappointing “trainee”, John Mark, is the author of the Gospel of Mark. 

 

Papias (AD140) affirms the earlier evidence of Irenaeus saying that “1) Mark was a close associate 

of Peter, from whom he received the tradition of the things said and done by the Lord; 2) this 

tradition did not come to Mark as a finished, sequential account of the life of our Lord, but as the 

preaching of Peter - - preaching directly to the needs of the early Christian communities; 3) Mark 

accurately preserved this material” (TNIV, Introduction to Mark). 

         *prepared by Tim Berends 


